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Driving in the Light of Islamic Shari<ah : an Analysis

ABSTRACT

Vehicle is an imperative part of modern civilization. Driving is an
inseparable part of it. A driver plays key role in this regard. A separate
department together with relevant laws, called as traffic laws, has been
established to control vehicle drivers. Traffic laws of different countries of
the world have provisions which clearly describe driver’s required
qualifications, skill, professionalism and duties. This is because, driving is
a job which is directly connected to human life. One of the main objectives
of Islamic Shari«ah is to protect human lives. For this, Islam has declared
necessary rules and regulations to ensure protection and safety of human
lives. Islam has set necessary guidelines, principles and laws for driving
vehicles in roads, water-vehicles in seas and air-vehicles on airways. It is
a crucial demand of time to modify existing traffic laws in the light of
relevant provisions in Islam. Against this backdrop, this article presents
and discusses views of Islamic Shari«ah on vehicle driving, driver’s
qualifications, duties and responsibilities as well as safe roads, traffic
laws, characteristics of vehicles and compensation for road accidents
etcetera. The article has been prepared following descriptive and
deductive methods. Descriptive method has been applied in discussing
relevant Shari«ah rules, while deductive method for presenting means of
application of related Shari«ah rules in this regard. The article facilitates
understanding of Shari«ah rules related to vehicle driving and necessary
outlines for avoiding road accidents.

Keywords: driving, traffic law; Shari«ah & driving; road accidents; driver.
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