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Abstract

Islam is a universal way of life. Islamic Sharia aims to preserve
and promote human welfare. Zakat, as the main pillar of the
Islamic economic order, is a compulsory obligation (Fard) to be
performed to attain the goal of economic equilibrium by reducing
poverty in every layer of society. Within this ethical framework,
any kind of discrimination or despondency is considered
impermissible. Street children represent a heavily marginalized
demographic group with no guardian, and they always reside in
poverty. Under the three specific categories of Zakat - Fagqir (the
poor), Miskin (the needy), and Ibnus Sabil (the wayfarer), the
street children are legitimate recipients of Zakat. All assets
appropriated as Zakat are Zakat funds. Given that street children
are often developmentally immature and lack parental
supervision, it is inappropriate to give Zakah funds directly to
them. Instead, these individuals need structured rehabilitation
which is fitted with modern civic amenities. Such rehabilitation
should not be undertaken arbitrarily, it should be based on a
rigorous and systematic framework of research. Accordingly, this
article attempts to suggest an organized rehabilitation for the
street children using the zakat funds under the auspices of
competent authorities, with the application of the qualitative
research method. The implementation of this framework in the
management of zakat would not only fulfill a humanitarian
obligation but would also contribute to sustainable progress in
poverty alleviation.
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